Bengal Rescue Network (501c3)
FOSTER CARE INFORMATION/GUIDELINES

As a volunteer, you will be a representative of Bengal Rescue Network [BRN].  As our representative, you may encounter many new situations and questions. Your Regional Coordinator [RC] can help you respond to any question or problem situation.  The President (Sal Vitale) or Treasurer (PJ Hoffmann) can be contacted also.  You should stay in frequent communication with your contact person, keeping them aware of the status of your foster home and the status of the Bengal entrusted to your care.

Before you take on the responsibility of opening your home to a foster for BRN, please be sure that you can spend extra time with the cat in your care. Can you work with the cat with regard to socialization, good manners, litterbox habits, and allow the animal to interact with your family? 


The foster home is a vital part of rescue. It's important to remember, though, that this is an interim placement for the cat. While we want you to enjoy the cat and we definitely want the cat to feel secure, permanent placement will be easier for you both if the cat doesn't become "part of the family." We know you care; but we want the transition to their forever home to be as stress-free as possible.  We don't want the cat to settle in and bond strongly with your family only to find that he/she is being sent away again. 

In most cases it may be necessary to quarantine/isolate the rescue cat for a week or two when he first comes into foster care. It often takes at least a few weeks to several months to find a suitable home for the cat. Foster cats should ideally be kept isolated from any current pets, preferably in a spare bedroom or office (a large bathroom will suffice in a pinch). Any foster space must have windows to allow in light and, season permitting, fresh air. If the fostering period extends more than a few weeks, the Foster Home may introduce the foster cat(s) to existing pets using recognized introduction protocols. If you are not sure how to introduce, please talk to your contact person, regional coordinator, or an Officer of BRN.

The rescued/fostered Bengals will need to be kept basically inside.  Bengals are not recommended to be outside cats due to their natural instinct to “hunt”, unless they are on a harness/leash.

You may freely decline fostering any cat for any reason without consequence. We want you to have fun fostering, not make this a hassle. If you don’t feel comfortable with a certain cat, please let us know.

If you are bitten or attacked by a cat, resulting in blood being drawn, you need to notify your contact person, regional coordinator, or an Officerf of BRN immediately. 
BRN assumes no liability for injuries or sickness due to fostering cats.  Fostering any rescue cat carries its own set of risks, including sickness and injury to you, family and other animals.  
_____Initials
The majority of the time this can be prevented simply by keeping the cat separated from your own pets and handling the cat slowly and daily with care.
If you don’t keep the foster separated from your own cats, you will assume sole liability for any sickness transferred from foster cat to a personal pet. This liability also includes financial responsibility for medication/vet visits should your cat get the foster sick. 
_____Initials
Cats rescued on behalf of the Bengal Rescue Network remain the property of BRN.  All decisions regarding their placement, medical care, behavioral modificfation or euthanasia are made by either the Regional Coordinator and/or the Board. 
_____Initials
Bengals fostered on behalf of the Bengal Rescue Network remain the property of BRN until a final adoption agreement is in place. A fosterer does not have the right to place, sell, give away, abandon, donate, or euthanize the BRN cat(s) in their care without the approval of the Regional Coordinator and/or the Board.  The cats’ advertisement, applications, contracts and fees will be coordinated with the Regional Coordinator and/or designated Board Member. 
_____Initials  

Behavioral problems: Some examples of problems include: inappropriate litterbox use, spraying, scratching furniture, aggression to humans or other animals, severe shyness/fear of people. In many cases the cat simply needs to be in a loving, quiet environment away from other pets or noise. In some cases the cat needs to be taught what acceptable behavior. 

Upkeep costs: As the foster, you are responsible for providing accommodations including food, water, litter boxes, and providing ample amounts of attention and one-on-one care for the cat(s) placed in your custody.  It is your decision to buy additional items such as toys, scratching posts, etc. at your expense. 
_____Initials
Vet bills:  Some cats enter foster care without needing vet care; others need varying degrees of vet care.  If there is no written record of the cat having been tested for Feline Leukemia Virus and Feline Aids (FeLV/FIV), this test needs to be performed by a vet before being brought into your home.

Each cat may need to be up-dated on certain vaccines and tests such as stool samples; urinalysis or blood screening.  Some of these will be performed while the cat is in foster care. Additional vet care may be needed during the course of fostering. 

Whatever other expenses that can be provided by you are greatly appreciated.  But depending on situation the BRN fund may be able to help. Before implementation, your Regional Coordinator and/or Board Member must approve medical treatments given or extreme behavior modification techniques practiced.  If the fosterer wants a vet expense to be reimbursed, it will need to be discussed and OK’d by the RC and/or Board Member.  
_____Initials
Adoptions: It may be necessary for you to expose the Bengal to a variety of situations, experiences and types of people and animals.  It won't take you long to figure out how secure the cat is, if he has specific fears, is good or not good with young children or dogs etc. Any information you can give us about the cat will help when interviewing prospective people to adopt him.  

BRN wants your active involvement in finding a forever home for the cat but the RC will approve the final adoption.  You may pre-screen and refer people for adoption.  We will rely on your evaluation of the cat in your care so that together, we can determine the best placement for him. 

When Bengals are adopted out of a foster home, a balance must be struck between wanting the cat to be placed in a forever home and making sure that the new home is suitable and safe for the Bengal.  

There is an adoption fee for each BRN Cat.   Usually that fee is about $100 - $200.  The vet expenses you have for a specific cat may be able to be recouped from part of the fee. 

We know that it is very easy to fall in love with a Bengal cat you foster.  If you decide that you would like to adopt the animal in your care, you will need to inform the RC and get permission to adopt.  The transfer of ownership will be discussed, as well as an adoption fee, if required.

Gifts: BRN has a paypal account and will accept donations with much appreciation.  The donation address is donate@bengalrescuenetwork.org  Other donations, made payable to Bengal Rescue Network, may be sent to:
Bengal Rescue Network

2913 Mallview Road

Baltimore, MD 21230
I understand and agree that in fostering for Bengal Rescue Network (BRN) that I have read and will adhere to the information/guidelines.

Signature___________________________________ Date ________________

Please print and send, or email to your Regional Coordinator and/or:
	Sal and Doris Vitale, President & Vice President

Bengal Rescue Network (501c3)

bengalcatrescue@comcast.net
	PJ Hoffmann, Treasurer

Bengal Rescue Network (501c3)

bengalrescue@cablespeed.com
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